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FITH THIS, our fourth issuc, we com now look back—albeit with somewhat 


mixed feelines—on a year oi publicetion. 


Readers will, we hope, forgive vs a 


moment of reflection. Throughout ius bricf existence Puvagram has sought to sound 
out the feelings and ideas of the many hundreds now sharing the wakening interest in 
the whole subject af Witcheraft and to present the views of those who care to express 
them, It-has cndesvoured to do sa in a quict and digatied manner: without unduz 
publicity or tullshoe~-both ef which could tail: heave been obtained avd, protasly, 


would have wiode ita rentirhaniy eticcess. 
It is imposutle bo cater [or all un 
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_.. trnth lies hid in obscurity: for the 


Se it hes been with senor of ovr contributors, who have left much to be 


read between the lines, ‘The popular commentators on Witchcraft have seldom bothered 
with the truly mystica! or symbolic side of their subject; such would not sell books or 
macazines—iet alove the Sunday newspapers, This side ot the Crait lics the decpest 


hidden and tekes che lonsest search to tnd. 


We have endcevouyd to mate's a balance between the spiritual anc the practical 


tes 2 bar oor fytiee te mm the balance, 


oblicalions town: many subse her 


wend we have had no complaints so fur. Many of our readecs wil, we knew, take what 
We are commited to another issue te honour 
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Our controversial contributor, who can trace his family's 
Witch connections back to 1734, reveals something 
of the mystical side of his beliefs 


It is said by various “ authorities ” 
that the Faith of the Wise, when they do 
believe in its existence, 15. a simple miaiter: 
a pre-Christian religion, based upon 
whatever Gods and Goddesses are the: 
current vogue—full of simple, hearty 
peasants doing simple, hearty peakint-line 
things... things that in cuss 
complex, nervous sonbisticutes also enjoy 
doing in urban parlours. 
we Tove an interesting phenemenon: 
civilised sophisticstes running round 
behaving like simple peasants—and simple 
peasants who have never heard of such 
things! It is also maintained by the same 
“ authorities " that we follow a belicf 
hich, a5 one dear old fellow put it, is 

aded by a deity “ Who is the sweetest 
woman, everyone loves her.” 

To quote someone clse who is just a 
student of the Craft, “ Witchcraft 1 
about rituals,” which I suppose to be 
true, if one cares to accept the definition 
as witchcraft. 


All this worries me somewhat—since 
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I am not a peasant and neither am I 
particularly interested in being led by a 
sweet woman, and ritual tu me is merely 
a means to wn end. Se whatis the Vaith 
all about? Admiticdly I can only speak 
for myself, and what i write here are my 
own opimons, but here gocs. 
Unfortunail: iH 

and * mere seekere alter trur, 
ig noLAboutanyihine thot has been written 
above, The Faith is dinally concerned with 
Truth, totel Truth, tis ome ef the oldest 
ef religions, and also one of the most 
potent, bringing as ir dogs, Man into 
contact wila (ods, aad Man inte contact 
with Self. As such the Faith is a way of 
life different and distinc: from any theory 
promulgated by the authorities or his- 
torians. Within the disciplines of the 
Faith, man may offer devotion to the 
Gods, and receive certain knowledge of 
Their existence by participator. in some- 
thing of the perfected Nature of Godhead, 
recalling that both within and without 
which is most true, The Faith is a belief 
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concerned with the inner nature of devo- 
tion, and finally with the nature of 
mysticism and mystical experience, It 
has, in common with all ureat religions, 
am inaer experience that is prester than 
the exter world. It is a discipline that 
creates from the world an enriched inward 


vision. It can and does embrace the 
totality of hvinan expertence frem birth 
to centh. then beyond... ar erestes within 
rhe heme spirit s lisht tha boohrens all 


darkness, and which cin never acain Le 


extineianed. tia never fully firvotter 

and meyer io smembered, “Lhe brne 
:e b 1 rh * " i. © 7s Ty rar, 
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it he is nothing, with it he ice comtainca 
someting ov all creas. 

Ferce requires fori at this level of 
being, ihereiove ritual exists to concun 
that force, Godhead demands worshin, 
thercfure ritudi exes To ave and unm 
late that worship. Man needs hetp, there- 
fore Titcal is cicaiened! in cies thae helo. 
It is possible to comprehend Gothead cz 
Force without ritce!. since wie Firat 


Prmcpis. of towitte Lo prc 
levels and in all things at wit Unees—brt 
total perception is net pirsentia lremanity 
all the time. Therefore ritual basically 
becomes a matter of incicasiny: perception 
until something of Godhead is finally 
revealed, and that which is within and 
without is partially understood: com- 
pretended in the spivit, the mind sand in 
the shysical person of the participant 
until it becomes one with his total being, 
The forces comprehended ire part of the 
living person, incorporated Into everyday 
life as part of a spiritual, mertial and 
physical discipline that feturns the 
devotee again and again to the original 
Source. 

Devotion requires proof. Therefore 
that proof exists withia the disciplines of 
the Faith, “The ncrure of proof caunet be 


evmained, since force can only pe shown 
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¥ interence und by pariicipution, not by 
intelectual reasonine. The noture of the 
proof falls inio many forms, bur amongst 
the most common are these: 

(a) Poetic Vision, in which the participant 
has inward access to dream images and 
symbols, This is the result of the uncon- 
scious being stimulated by various means. 
Images are taught as part of a tradition, 
and also exist (as Jung speculated) upon 
their own levels. They are, when inter- 
preted properly, means by which a lesser 
part of truth may be understood. 

(b) Tae Viston of Memory, in which the 
devotee noi only remembers past existence 
but also, at times, a past periection. 
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(ce) Magical Vision, in which the partici- 
pant undertakes by inference part of a 
Trad of service, and therefore contacts 
ain levels.* — 

we) Religiows Vision, in which the wor- 
shipper is allowerl admission to the True 
Godhead for a short time. This is a part 
of mue initiation, and the results of 
devotion towards a mystical aim. ~ 

- (e) Mystical Vision, in which the servant 
enters into divine union with the God- 
head, This state has no form, being a 
point where force alone is present. 

These are proofi, since having enjoined 
with such forces, there cannot alterwards 
be any doubts as to the nature of ihe 
experience. Man suffers from doubt at all 
times, but to the particinant in such 
experience, the doutt ceitres arounc the 
reality of the exterocl world, not the inner, 
The reality of such experience iliumuinates 
the whole life, 

Therefore it cin be shown that the 
Faith 0. compiss poosaply, d 
finally with the navure at Truth, Laper- 
ience and Devotion. It requires aiscipiine 
and werk, plus utter and complete devo- 
tion to the cormon aim, 

It can only be fulfilled by service, some 
labours taking many yeers to compicte, 
The Faith toleraics no nonsense, and 
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those who would come to it, must come 
empty-handed saying “I know nothing, 
I seck everything,” since within the 
structure of the Faith, all things may be 
contained and are contained. It hts 
survived, im secrecy and silence, the 
attacks of persecution, indificrence and 
misrepresentation. It is secret because 
these only who are best suited may enter 
the awful silences of the Places of the 
Gods, Itis silent because m silence there 
is strength, protection and a future, It is 
also silent today, because os the Greeks 
said “ Those whom the Gods would 
destroy, they first make mad.” It js 
nearly impossible to enter unless the 
supplicant shows unmistakable signs of 
past memory and a fenuine mystica! 
drive, aud is willing ia undertake: te 

that will force hit Anally tn disclore ti 

matter which, IOMGSaT weeret to pum elf, 


The Faith has no secret to the sense thet 
there sre formulas whick can fe etd + 
vuderstood and tate. Tt gs 


and utterly tac drve faith, standue 
immovable beyond space, ume mi 
all human matters.—Kovert Cocunane, 


© Beng requested bythe Edijar to clarify this staiemient 
Task the interetied reader jo gsarnine toe Hebrew bettors 
PHY cacthey witald bean their erageial woe trie 
form. which will ein something of the have mated at 
Mapesl rite apd mivl, it should be ag cher an the 
Rochuck iin the Thkeket now, 
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Sacred place sii/l used for initiations 


In the West Cowatry, ond I shall be no 
more explicit geographically than that, 
there is a wood that covers three or four 
acres of ground, It is known locally as 
“Annies Wood " and is strongly reputed 
to be haunted, In these few facts there is 
nothing really out of che ordinary, and 
certainly little to stimulate the imagina- 
tion of any student of the Old Religion. 
The wood, however, is a sacred spect to a 
_ small group of those who still owe their 
allegience to The Lady, and this stimu- 
lates the mind instantly, 

The wood is used mainly as a spot for 
initiations when aspirant members of thi 
hereditary group are deemed ready 1% 
learn something of the mysterics. But 


there is no trees of the Gardnerian cess 
and dapeer ~sintion here, no bind: zg, 
no oath-tae. . or florelianon. Lie 


aipirant, ahier being prepered mentuily 
by his or her sponser, and drinking of the 
potion, ts left alone to spend the mynt by 
the three stones that stand overgrown tn 
the centre of the wood, Anyone who has 
even walked in an English wood at night 
“ill readily appreciate that to spend the 

ht there, alone, is a test for only those 
cure in their genuine desire to serve 
and, holding on to this desire, unafraid of 
what they may sec. The inquisition on 
the following day by experienced Elders 
will determine whether the aspirant stays 
permanently on the fringe of the group 
Or assumes his heritage. 
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Now all this is interesting, but the 
really interesting thing is the story thar ts 
told as to why the wood is haunted. The 
versions vary slightly; this one is con- 
tained in a 17th-century book on the arca 
nrepared by the local priest. Long ammo, 
they say, there was a woinan living on the 
hill at the foot of which the woed sprawls. 
She was neither young nor beautiitu! but 
men loved her. She wat, however, evil 
and weuld give her favours to any man. 
But any man who went invo the weed with 
her was in dancer of his life because once 
a year, while the men she had tavoured 
was siceping beside her, she would change 
into a cat and tear his throat our, Event- 
ually she was slain by 4 mionk who wore a 
magic cruciix that was proof aguinst her 
charms, “Che munk burned dewn her hut 
ang buried her beneath three rocks thst 

nr really raised up to keep her bur: 

The story is a fascmuiing one— 
although as it stands it is bunkum. Any 
story wherein a monk or any sort of 
cleric foes up against what the story calls 
evil is a pretty clear case of Christianity 
versus the Old Religion, and this is no 
excepuicn. Let us look at the name of the 
wood first—“Annies Wood.” This, I 
think, is a clear corruption over the years 
of “Annis Wood,” so Ict us call it “ ‘The 
Wood of Annis,” and daylight begins to 
show—for Annis is a name of the old 
Goddess (in Leicestershire she was 
“ Black Annis,” but “Anna” and “Ang- 


nesse " are all the same name). So we 
have, 1 postulate, a pricstess of the 
Goddess living, rightly, ar the top of a 
hill with a sacred wood below who would 
take a man—a younger man most certainiv 
—as her lover, probably lor a vear, end 
murder him as Divine King, probably in 
midsummer. The alleged method of 
murder is interesting, as is the trans- 
formation inte a cat, for Annis is also 
known as “Cat Annis” although her 
symbal is more normally an owl, The 
slaying by the monk is obviousiv a way of 
saying that Christianity suppressed the 
worship of Anuis and took over. The 
raising of the stones is nonsense since 
they are still there today, are of very treat 
antyuity and form, I think, part cf a 
circle now almost all buricd under carth 
and grass. They oveht, Dovppose, mo be 
excavated for all te see butihs thoncht of 


their descerution by the hordes such as 
: ‘ ' ers 
descznd on Stovrleage would, be- tos 


miuct: to bear, 

Wine mare ink TT Thal aie ‘coun? chain: 
the deed to the igud on witch tie wood 
stands gives as an siteruative name ior it 
“ Three Sisters Wood “-—tnoush | know 
of nobody whe uses it row, “the most 
obvious three sisters that spring to mod 
are the Fute-Trinity, Ana, Badb ond 
Macha—known erliective|e es the vier 


nga” or Giear Queen,” “arey-are, 26 
Robert Cochrane bes pointe? out, the 
true object(s) of the Vyick’s +vorslin, 


As a postscript i ni soy that cmong 
the people who regard tie wood as 
sacred there are a quite disproportionate 
number of “Annes” and “Aeneres.” 
There’s an unconscious race-meniory for 
you!—TALIESIN. 


“The Drusci” 

The Druid Order fthe old one, that is) 
will shortly be publishing a htho- 
duplicated murazine; contents to include 
Druidrv, folk-lore, folk-medicine, roctry 
archaculopy, etc. Trice 3s. per copy from 
The Dred, 77 Calton Avenuc,,iondon, 
5.2.21, 


A Remarkable Publ instia 
A WITCH'S SECRET WRITINGS, 
* Tiberius "3; Occult Publicat, is. 

Several of our readers have teplied to 
an aivertisom, Lamonthiv nvslicotion 
wil Gave recetved a nrospe.cs for this 
book, Che intreductory leafler is couched 
in enthusiastic 2nd hard-selling terms and 
the order form requires the purenaser to 
enter mto an undertaking not to reveal tac 
contents and your reviewer has no inten- 
ton of doing so. The“ Secret Writings " 
are, in fact, handwritten; it is impossible 
to pass judeement. Many who buy will be 
disappointed; for others it may mark the 
beginning of ¢ new era, Any reader who 
wishes to explore further can cbtain the 
address of Occult Publications from 
Peniagram. 
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A clairvoyant who visited the ancient circle records 
his impressions of their original purpose 


Despite most unfavourable weather 
conditions, a visit earlicr this year Lo the 
Rollright Stones produced a certain’ 
amount of information from psychic 
sources. This is not guarmnteed as 
securate, but is of considerabe interest, 
since it seems entirely new, 

In the first place, the Circle itself was 
seen 1s a solid perimeter wall whercin 
memlers ef families and clins for mics 
around met at intervals for business ard 
social contacts. While there, they were 


boud to observe pouce fram personal 


fers ond absecring Tent y jlence. Lis 
they swe hy 4 Hs mc, halore tev 
enterca the cree o Sesto, Ce daca 


such an owt meant dcuih. 

To the Inner vision, they appeared a 
smallish folk, very brawn of compicxion, 
wearing mostly leather and fur clothing, 
their whole appearence beng slightly 
reminiscent of South American tribesmen. 

Apart from their jolFiications and deal- 
ings with conimerce and politics m the 

Cle, which seemed to mike up their 
4 ysccultr Actevitiys, tage evens asclemn 
feugious practice of ephiideny with 
ther God or Gods which looked crim, 
but fascinating. ‘This had nothing to do 
with the Circle, but took place at the odd 
Cromlech new known as the Whispering 
Knights—five large stones close together, 
some with holes. They scemed very 
different lang ago. ‘Then, they were the 
central chamber of a large beehive struc- 
tur: of stones and turves. There was a 
smisi entrance hole, and holes leading to 
the outside somewhere near the top of the 
mound. It was the Dwelling-place of 
the God. 

What happened was that a selected 
medium was immured alive in that small 
chamber ond, wher a state of huctid trance 
was reached, woul: spook ith the voce 
of the “ God" which could be heard 
outside the mound by those who squatted 
there awaiting the” Message.” 

A very olf woman was 
carefully pushed the lirtle 
hole at the base of th. cromlecu whch 
was then closed up, She seemeu drugged 
or tranced, and carried a strange rattle 
made from a skull with either stones oF 
bones inside, 
—Once inside the tomb-like chamber, 

k and smelly, scarcely ventilated, 
possibly fume-laden, the crone would 
undoubtedly give vent to all sorts of 
utterances which would be heard, via the 
connecting holes. ‘The voice would be 
distorted, and the meaning highly uncer- 
tain, Nevertheless, the tribesmen accepted 
them as the authentic decrees of their 
Divinity. ‘The chances are that such 


; 
seen, berg 


‘i 
‘ie yy 5 


messages really did come through psychic 
contacts with their Greum-Senl level, and 
were indeed of value, 

It did not seem as if the medium were 
intended to die there, though this must 
sometimes have happened. Another point 
appeared that the mguirers Of the Oracle 
were not in the least concerned with any 
kind of metaphysical problem, but all 
theiy queries were centred around such 
mundane iopics a: harvests, battles, 
marriage issties, elections of Eldera, anc 
ea forth.. None were even intereste itt 
the “ Spirit World”? as such. Their 
emends en the Giberwerls were entice? 
on babhali of thit one. 

Tivus it would secon thatthe” Wiseper- 
ing Knights were imdced msotirer ¢ 4 
whispering—irom the lythoness innit. 
How jong she remained at a ime can only 
be guessed, but it seemed that it mrtht 
even be days unl she collapsed irom, 
hunger and exhaustion. Who knows? 
May be the “ Enijhts ” were once a local 
Delphic Oracle, consi:lted far and wide 

Tk Holcd S.one, ia its turd, became a 
Sais) Syrel st AT poiaL Benet 
Cod and Man, Even toisy icy are cen 
sidered tacky. In primitive times, S00 is 
one probably discovered the secret ob the 
drop of water held by a small hole in a 
stone. It could be used as a burning-lens 
to condense the Sun's rays and start a fire. 
A Magical act indeed then, and a secret to 
be closely guarded, 

Modern mediums do things more comm 
fortably, but it is questionable whether 
the “ messages " they hand out are of any 
greater valuc to us than those of long ugo, 
uttered from the lips of an old woman 
sealed in.a queer Pyramid high upon ine 


Cotswolds. Her people had feasica and 
feted er in the communal Circle, Then 
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they tock her to tac * ilent House ef che 
Gods. and macs “er His guest fora wine 
go that they could meet Him ona hw t-way 
ground, Ide must wave said some. 10g t9 
Tis for Her) people, otherwise they 
wouldn't have continued the practice. 
This Was as farts anvestigation would 
allow dunng one visit. It ts hoped to 
continue later—WM, G. Grav. 
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Proposed expedition eancelled 
Although about 30 readers expressed 
interest in Pentagram’s proposed trip(s) to 
the Rollright Stones and the Muscurn at 
Bourton-on-the-Water, the preferences 
for Saturday/Sunday meant that insuf- 
ficient numbers would be available to 
make an economic expedition on either 
day, Our apologies to all concerned—we 
are as disappointed as you. 


A HANDBOOK ON WITCHES; 
Gillian Tindall; Arthur Barker; 218. 
Already extensively reviewed in the 
newspapers and literary nmiuigazies, Miss 
‘Tindali’s book is a first-class rourd-u)? 
of a plethora of historical information 
agreeably bound together with some 
original and constructive thinking. She 
says little about (and fas tittle time far) 
contemporary “ witchcraft.” Considering 
the facts she has to judge by she 1s reason- 
ably suspicious: “... They are normaly 
ut great pains to emplusise that thowza 
they dance around naked there is Novi 
‘nasty’ (ic, sexual) about their mMcetin es, 
and one lady who spoke on Woman's 
Tour made it sound extra-respectable by 
stuneuncing ‘coven? vath @ leng — 
surely a2 gonteetsm cormpatuble wih 
calling a scune a ‘scone’? Some of these 
people are ne doubt sincerey they are 
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comply the chapnel ture viel, they 
choo to express Ins. Sui O76 cunuel 
help wondering why, ii sincere, they 
continue to use—even 10 revel inthe 
name ‘witch’ with its susdtional commuli- 
tions of evil and retibusions The reots 
of their belicf—if genuine belicf it is-—lic 
much farther back in time than te 
fameis covensand trials taut hare formes 
the witch-image of forsiore, Also. it i 
clear that some of thom dooney ona coves 
promicte, @ COrLui PTIUnt of idiotic 
publicity for themsetvss.” 

In many ways this 15 one of the 10st 
interesting books that have appearc? on 
the subject for a long time. Not only is 
there a wealth of collected historical detail 
but the recurring ttbits (her explonauicn 
of the phrave “baker's doxen "for 
example) will induce many to look more 
cloyely at many things that are unthink- 
ingly and unquestioningly accepted today. 
And while her explanauions—in psycho- 
logical terms—may not be fully acces |- 
alle to either the bigoteu vc the herd: 
viewpoint, in many respects she may 6 cal 
have written more truly than she snew. 

Clearly the slight reieren.cs fo“ witen 
evaft " today are based on @ virtual lack ol 
Giot-hand knowledge—nor tir the eon 
Lcermparary scene comes thors Wan thret- 
5. within the proper proemes of her 
hook—but the lesson 1 there for ail to see. 
If present-day “ witehes "" for ute blaci, 
white or “* publicity " virieiue.—bo quote 
a tecent correspondent to the Daily 
Telegraph) resent bemg misrepresented 
they probably have no one to blame Init 
themselves, What Miss Tindall set out to 
do she has done both charmingly and 
readably, —MatTHEew Bovary. 


Gypsy Healing 
The August issue of Prediction contains 
an arucle by Barbara Cartland on™ Gypsy 
Healing.” All who are interested in folk- 
medicine will find it well worth reading. 
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Whatever their origin and purpose, witch-balls 
have always held a fascination for the collecior 


How often in the dark recesses of some 
quaint old shop the searcher for antiques 
finds a witch-bull hanging! 

It may be a globe of shining silver, that 
mirrors all the scene in its round, or daris 
a reflected ray of sunlight from the street. 
Or it may be a hollow ball of many- 
coloured glass, with a bright swirl of 
different hves, transparent in the light. 

The multi-coloured giass balls are 
usually fairly emoil; but the reflectins 
bulls crn be huge, and heavy enough to 
need ¢ chain to beng them by. The 
bipeest one) have ever seen used to be on 
display mas: nthe firsaten L 
Ono Puatol ra Go it ViUsiates mie. Of 
R. Taourstea Jaotaints 
stories. 

The reflecting witch-balls have been 
known in Britsin since Elizabethan 
times; but the coloured glass ones are 
later, and were & speciahty of the fameus 
Nailsea classmakers of tne West Country, 

There are different explanations of law 
they came to be called witch-balls, My 


books of ghost 


“wn apinion is that they were mainly 


omded as a protection agcinst the 
dreaded “ evil eye." 

The belicf that the eve of an evilly- 
disposed person could convey an influence 
of malicnity with its steady glance 1s very 
old, and world-wide. In this country, the 
evil eye a5 a power of black witchcralt was 
implicitly believed in, and in seme places 
it sil is. 

All kinds of charms and amulets were 
devised to protect people from it, Such 
amulets often involved a mazy pattern of 
twisting lines, to divert the evil glance so 
that it followed them instead of falling 
directly upon the person. Sometimes the 
amulet consisted of some startling device, 
such as the Gorton’s bead, which glared 
back at the ill-wisner. 

Iu these devices we can see the oricins 
of both kinds of the witch-ball, The 
ciiny, reflecuing plube tung back the 
glance of the evil ere upon the person 
who sent it for For this reason the 
r ting witch sll was often hung in 
t.. cront windows of ol! houses; ond it 
wis retained as a decoration when its 
original purpose had been forgotten, 

Some time back: ] was given a very old 
witch-ball that came from an old house in 

Sussex village. ‘This consists of a hollow 
here of thick glass, slightly greenish in 
colour. It has a small hole, plugged with a 
cork; and inside is a mass of teased-out 
threads of different colours. It must have 
taken someone long ago a great deal of 
Patience to introduce thread after thread 
a ag the little hole, until the ball was 


____ The effect, however, is of a swirl and 


maze of different colours; and when the 
Nailsea classmakers started their famous 
manulacture, in 1768, in my opinion this 
is the pattern they copied in making 
witch-balls of coloured glass. 

From late in the 17th century glass- 
makers had been producing hollow glass 
globes, or globular bottles, for people vo 
hang up in their houses as a protection 
arainst evil influences, Devout Christians 
filed them with holy water, Others, like 
the maker of my example from Sussex, 
preferred the old device of the mazy 
threads and twining colours to divert the 
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Ie ...a6 Helleved that the glass ball weld 
getriet to pself all the influences of 1l- 
luck and iJi-health that would otherwise 
have fallen upon the househeld. So every 
morning the ball would be carefully wiped 
clean, to wipt the evil away. 

The Nailsea p'assmakers produced ail 
kinds of farcy articles, which were sold at 
country murkets ond fairs, People bourht 
the mauy-coloured witch-balls to give to 
their frends and iclatives cs presents. 

Chey were recorded as tugk-bringers as 
well as protective tmuleis; and sonic 
people call them “ wish-balls,” because 
they were given with a wish for good luck 
and prosperity. 

The bright reflecting globes were also 
sometimes called “ watch-balls;" the 
idea being that if you watches them lon¢ 
enough the mirrored scene sa them woul. 
fade out, and change into a visionary 
picture. Some authorities consider these 
names to have been corrupted into 
““witch-balls;" but I think they are 
merely variants of the term “ witch- 
ball," as “oth ideas are connected wath 
Witcherait. 

The bright mirror globes were orgin- 
ally import: from the Coc coent. “They 
are often depicted in old Db. 4 painunes, 
However, from about 1699 iEnalish ele 
mokers started producing them, and. © 


nroducts were less fracile than the Con- 
tential ones, The carly silvertd: witch- 
balls were coated inside with an fclaigan 


containing bismuth, ead, tin and mercury. 
They were not very durable, as the reflec- 
tion way iiable to damage by damp; nor 
were thev very clear. 

Later, in the carl 


proved methods o 


19th century, im- 
manufacture were 
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evolved, including one of coating the 
glass inside with real. silver; 2nd in this 
period very fine reflecting globes wire 
made, of mirror-like perfection. Coleomiu 
witch-balls of this type began ta bo te 
also. I have seen them in blue, green and 
gold, as well as in silver. 

In fact, in the 1gth century the witch- 
ball began to be more of a decoration, and 
its old mavical significance faded into the 
background, Witch-balls were made with 
everything on them from Scriptural texts 
to hunting scenes. : 

But their original significance has not 
been forgotten. In 1930 Zé Travers had 
some intercsiing correspondence on the 
survival of belicf in witcheratt, One 
writer mentioned that she had seen 
Witcl-balls for sale in a shop near the 
Britisn Museurc, and had been tol¢ that 
there was a-rcady sale for them. They 

‘ere believed to tury usnde the ciiccis of 
witchcralt, 

Inciicntaliy, Phe Tis receiyedt so 
many letters on the belief in witeherait 
that on September 20th, t930, it pub- 
lished < lending article on the subject, in 
which it wes stated “Tr is plain that in 
many a village (and in many a town, Too, 
perhaps) the belict im witenerc’t ios by 
no means dicd evt, and that living womer, 
ore believed by soni of their neicnbours 
to be witches,” 

Today, wiicieballs are becom! += col 
lectors’ pivees, dnd even mvne 
but such is tucir popularity that new ones 
are beginning to be made, Norlong ago | 
saw some in a Brighton shop, of bright 
eilvered glass, hung trom a lite wroughi- 
iron wall bracket, I wonder if the pur- 
chasers want them only fer decoration, er 
if their lucky and magical significance is 
still in mind ?—DoOrEEN VALIENTE. 
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Weatier Query 


Can anyone shed any light on the foct 
that some peopl: find that the day atter 
they clean thcir cars it afseys rains? 
Our inquirer, far from believing that he 
is gifted with power over the clements, 
supesis that theré ts something im th: 
“atmosphere |’ thot 24 heurs belure a 


summer stor rch eives hie the ure 
to Clean his car. Perhaps it the me 
force or influence whith muses coy 


behave dition: in advaiee ofa Soicus 
in the weather; picase let us have your 
VIEWS. 


Personal Announcements 


Subscribers who would like to make 
their own contacts by corresp 
with other readers are invited to submit 
brief “Personal column” announcements 
for publication free of charge. As this is 
intended to be a service to further in- 
dividual research, no announcements for 
goods for sale will be accepted—except in 
the case of books: titles and prices must 
be specified, 





